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The Newsletter of the Palm Beach Branch, Florida Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers

I am excited to have Mr. 
William Barton “Bart” Wallis, 
P.E., a principal with Bliss & 
Nitray, Inc. Structural 
Engineers at our February 9th 
lunch meeting.  Mr. Wallis will 
present on the structural 
engineering design of the new 
Florida Marlins Stadium 
currently under construction 
on the former Orange Bowl 
site in Miami.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
National Engineer’s Week is 
February 14th-20th.  This 
year’s theme is “Engineers 
Make a World of Difference”, 
a celebration of Engineer 
volunteerism.  On behalf of 
the Palm Beach Branch of 
ASCE, thank you to all of our 
members, companies and 
agencies who donate their 
precious time and resources 
to public service in our 
community.  Please join the 
engineering community in 
celebrating the 20th 
Anniversary of Engineer’s 
Week at the E-Week 
Banquet, co-hosted by the 
ASCE Palm Beach Branch, to 
be held on February 18th.  The 
dinner program includes 
keynote speaker, Mr. George 
Haddad, a Senior Systems 

Engineer at NASA, who will 
talk to us about the Cassini 
Mission to Saturn. 
 
For our members subscribing 
to ASCE’s Geo-Institute (G-I), 
the Annual G-I Congress will 
meet here in West Palm 
Beach during the week of 
February 20th-24th.  The 
meeting will coincide with the 
GeoFlorida 2010 Conference 
to be held at the PBC 
Convention Center.  Palm 
Beach Branch Past-
President’s Ana DeMelo and 
Rebecca Ascoli participated 
on the Conference Planning 
Committee as Logistics/Field 
Trips/Local Arrangements Co-
Chairs.  Thank you both for 
your efforts.  This is a great 
opportunity to attend a 
National Conference without 
the added expenses of travel 
and lodging. 
 
The ASCE Palm Beach 
Branch is accepting 
nominations for the following 
awards for 2009-2010: 
Government Civil Engineer of 
the Year, Young Government 
Civil Engineer of the Year, 
Civil Engineer of the Year, 
Young Civil Engineer of the 
Year, and Outstanding Project 
of the Year.  Please contact a 
Branch Officer for a copy of 
the nomination guidelines.  
Awards will be presented in 
March at the Engineer’s in 
Government Night Banquet, 
and recipients of local awards 
will be submitted to the ASCE 
Florida Section as nominees 
for State awards. 

I look forward to seeing you 
on the 9th! 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Kyle D. Grandusky, PE 
Branch President 

President’s Message 
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Monthly Meeting 
WHEN: Tuesday, February 9, 2010 from 12:00 -1:00 P.M. 

LUNCH MENU: Please use the on-line registration provided at www.palmbeach-asce.org 
Please make your reservation prior to 9:30am on the day of the meeting.  Contact Curt Campbell at 561-792-
9000 if you need assistance. 
 
WHERE: Vista Center, Room 1E-58 

DIRECTIONS: 2300 N. Jog Road WPB, FL 33411, From I-95, head West on Okeechobee Blvd. until you pass 
over the Turnpike.  Then take a right at the second light (Jog Road) heading North and continue about a third of a 
mile.  Finally, on your right will be The Vista Center Government Building Main Entrance.  Be sure to park in 
Visitor’s Parking. 

SPEAKER(S): William Barton Wallis, P.E., Principal / Partner, BNI 

TOPIC: The Structural Design of the New Florida Marlins Stadium 

GeoFlorida 2010 
Advances in Analysis, Modeling & Design 
February 20-24, 2010 
Palm Beach County Convention Center 
 
GeoFlorida 2010, the annual geo-congress of the Geo-Institute of ASCE, will present a 
broad perspective on new developments in geotechnical engineering analysis, modeling 
and design. Technical topics will crosscut all areas of the profession, including constitutive 
modeling of soil and rock, site assessment and characterization, computational modeling, 
stability analysis, geoenvironmental engineering, mitigation of geohazards, earthquake 
engineering, LRFD methods, alternative contracting for geotechnical projects, and case 
histories. GeoFlorida 2010 will provide practitioners, consultants, researchers, educators, 
and students with opportunities to share new knowledge and to learn about innovative 
advances and emerging technologies that are at the leading edge of current geotechnical 
analysis, modeling and design. GeoFlorida 2010 will offer technical sessions, plenary 
lectures, panel discussions, short courses, workshops and the annual student competition. 
The conference will also include an extensive Exhibit Hall and post-conference field trips. 
 
For more information, visit the event website at 
http://content.asce.org/conferences/geoflorida2010/index.html. 

Engineers In Government Night 
The Palm Beach Branch is currently accepting nominations for the following awards to 
be presented at this year’s Engineers In Government Night event in March: 
 

• Government Civil Engineer of the Year 
• Young Government Civil Engineer of the Year 
• Civil Engineer of the Year 
• Young Civil Engineer of the Year 
• Outstanding Project of the Year 

 
The award winners will be submitted to the Florida Section for the opportunity to receive 
awards at the Florida Section Annual Meeting in Ft. Lauderdale on July 15 – 17, 2010. 
 
Please see the attached nomination guidelines for more information, and contact 
Todd McLeod at tmcleod@civil-design.com to submit your nomination. 
(Award nominations are due by February 26, 2010) 
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ASCE is pleased to advise you of the following web-seminars upcoming in 
February 2010. For the complete listing and registration information visit 
http://www.asce.org/webinar/list 
 
Mon Feb 01, 2010 Sustainable Stormwater Hydrology: Concepts to Reduce 

Hydrologic Footprint 
 
Tue Feb 02, 2010    Wind and Seismic Retrofit of Concrete Buildings 
 
Wed Feb 03, 2010 More, Better, Faster: Existing and Innovative Interchange 

Designs 
 
Thu Feb 04, 2010    Implementing Design-Build in the Public Sector 
 
Thu Feb 04, 2010 Using Whole Systems Design Techniques to Improve 

Sustainable Performance 
 
Fri Feb 05, 2010    If You Haven't Planned It - You Can't Control It 
 
Mon Feb 08, 2010 Load and Resistance Factor Design (LRFD) for Geotechnical 

Engineering Features: Drilled Shaft Foundations 
 
Tue Feb 09, 2010    Condition Evaluation of Existing Structures 
 
Wed Feb 10, 2010 An Introduction to the Facilities Planning Process: Area 

Development Plans 
 
Thu Feb 11, 2010 – Thu Mar 25, 2010 Seismic + P.E. Civil Exam Review: 12-Part Series 
 
Thu Feb 11, 2010 – Thu Apr 01, 2010 Seismic + P.E. Civil Exam Review: 15-Part Series – Includes 

Depth Sessions 
 
Thu Feb 11, 2010 – Wed Mar 24, 2010 Seismic + P.E. Structural I Exam Review: Six-Part Series

Thu Feb 11, 2010    Seismic Review 
 
Thu Feb 11, 2010    Renovation of Wood Trusses   
 
Fri Feb 12, 2010 Improved Project Communication: Within and Outside of the 

Project Team 
 
Fri Feb 12, 2010 – Fri Feb 19, 2010 The Modern Roundabout As A Traffic Signal Alternative – A 

Two Part Series 
 
Tue Feb 16, 2010 – Thu Mar 25, 2010 P.E. Civil Exam Review: 12-Part Series 
 
Tue Feb 16, 2010 – Thu Apr 01, 2010 P.E. Civil Exam Review: 15-Part Series – Includes Depth 

Sessions 
 
Tue Feb 16, 2010 Design of High-Rise Steel Structures: The Basics 
 
Wed Feb 17, 2010 – Wed Mar 24, 2010  P.E. Structural I Exam Review: Six-Part Series 
 
Wed Feb 17, 2010    Engineering Through Ethical Challenges 
 
Thu Feb 18, 2010    Specifying Lightweight Wood Trusses 
 
Mon Feb 22, 2010 – Mon Mar 29, 2010  P.E. Environmental Exam Review: Six-Part Series 
 
Mon Feb 22, 2010 Project Partnering: Principals, Techniques and Benefits 
 
Tue Feb 23, 2010 Verification of Computer Calculations by Approximate Methods 
 
Wed Feb 24, 2010    Antiquated Structural Systems 
 
Thu Feb 25, 2010    Minimizing the Effects of Shrinkage in Wood Structures 
 
Fri Feb 26, 2010    Improving Pedestrian Crossing Safety at Uncontrolled Locations 
 
 
 

Continuing Education 
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Are you interested in joining the Order of the Engineer? The local 
link will host a ceremony at Engineers in Government Night based 
on local interest. Please contact Bonnie McLeod at 
bmcleod@mathewsconsultinginc.com if you would like to join the 
Order, or if you have any questions. For more information on what it 
means to be a part of the Order of the Engineer please visit 
www.order-of-the-engineer.org.       

Order of the Engineer 

 

Advertising Opportunities 
 

Business Card Advertisement/ 
Newsletter Sponsorship: 

$120 per year 
(or $10 per month) 

 
Help Wanted/ Job Posting: 
$25 per month Newsletter 

$15 Website Posting 
 

Contact Chris Gapstur for additional 
information at 

Chris.Gapstur@WantmanGroup.com  
or 561-687-2220. 

 

 
Sinclair Engineering Company        
8259 North Military Trail, Suite 2 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418 
561-630-5488                               Stephen M. Sinclair, P.E. 
Fax 561-630-4570           President  
Email:  sinclaireng@bellsouth.net    

Acreage Chili Cook-Off! 
The Palm Beach Branch of ASCE is participating in the Acreage Chili Cook-Off held on 
April 25, 2010. We are looking for volunteers to be at the booth, help prepare the chili, 
AND all of those great chili recipes. Please contact Bonnie McLeod at 
bmcleod@mathewsconsultinginc.com if you are interested in joining the fun! We always 
encourage all of the members and their families to come out and vote for ASCE in the 
“People’s Choice” category.  

EPA Public Hearing 

 EPA would like to announce its plans to hold three public hearings in Florida to provide 
an opportunity for the public to provide input and comments to the EPA on its proposed 
numeric nutrient water quality criteria to protect aquatic life in lakes and flowing waters, 
including canals, within the State of Florida and proposing regulations to establish a 
framework for Florida to develop “restoration standards” for impaired waters.  EPA is 
issuing this proposed rule pursuant to a determination that EPA made on January 14, 
2009, under section 303 (c)(4)(B) of the Clean Water Act. The determination states that 
numeric nutrient water quality criteria for lakes and flowing waters and for estuaries and 
coastal waters are necessary for the State of Florida to meet the requirements of Clean 
Water Act section 303(c).  EPA intends to sign the proposed rule addressing lakes and 
flowing waters on January 14, 2010, per the terms of a consent decree. The proposed 
rule will be posted online (http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/standards/rules/florida/) and 
published in the Federal Register shortly thereafter. 
 
The dates and locations of the hearings are listed below and posted on the website 
(http://www.epa.gov/waterscience/standards/rules/florida/).  Registration information will 
soon be available on the website. 
 
*  February 18, 2010: 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. at the Holiday  
Inn Palm Beach Airport, 1301 Belvedere Road, West Palm Beach, FL 33405 
 
If you have questions about the public hearings, please contact Danielle Salvaterra at 
202-564-1631 or salvaterra.danielle@epa.gov, or Sharon Frey at 202-566-1480 or 
frey.sharon@epa.gov. 

 

The E-Week Banquet will be held on February 18, 2010 in conjunction with National 
Engineers Week 2010 (February 14th – 20th).  The Banquet will be held at the Embassy 
Suites Hotel in Palm Beach Gardens starting at 6:00 PM. 
 
This year’s speaker will be Mr. George Haddad, Senior Systems Engineer at NASA 
speaking about the assembly, launch, and mission of the Cassini orbiter. 
 
Please visit the FES Palm Beach website at http://www.pbfes.org/ for more 
information, and remember to RSVP to treasurer@pbfes.org prior to the event. 

E-Week Banquet 
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2009-2010 
Branch Officers 

PRESIDENT 
Kyle D.Grandusky, PE 

P: 561-655-1151 
kgrandusky@engenuitygroup.com 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 

Todd McLeod, PE 
P: 561-659-5760 

tmcleod@civil-design.com 
 

SECRETARY 
Chris Gapstur, EI 
P: 561-687-2220 

Chris.gapstur@wantmangroup.com
 

TREASURER 
Curt Campbell, PE 

P: 561-792-9000 
ccampbell@aga-engineering.com 

 
PAST PRESIDENT 

Ana Carmen DeMelo, PE 
P: 561-689-3336 

Demeloac@cdm.com 
 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit  us at: 

www.palmbeach-asce.org 

 

2008-2009 
Committee Chairs 

SCIENCE FAIR  
COORDINATOR 
Bonnie McLeod, EI 

P: 561-478-7961 
bmcleod@mathewsconsultinginc.com

 
YOUNGER MEMBERS

COORDINATOR 
Adam Swaney, EI 
P: 561-689-1138 

aswaney@millerlegg.com 
 

FAU PRACTITIONER 
ADVISOR 

Camille Dominguez 
P: 561-689-3336 

DominguezC@cdm.com 
 

FAU STUDENT 
CHAPTER PRESIDENT

Stefanie Battistini 
asce.fau@gmail.com 

 
FAU FACULTY 

ADVISOR 
Dr. Ramesh Teegavarapu 

Ramesh@civil.fau.edu 
 

FAU CHAPTER  
EMAIL ADDRESS 

asce@civil.fau.edu 
 

WEBMASTER 
Dan Roach

2008-2009 
Florida Section Officers 

PRESIDENT 
Satya Sukumar, PE 

Satya.sukumar@dot.state.fl.us
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Crystal Markley, PE 

cmarkley@hdrinc.com 
 

SECRETARY 
TREASURER 
Peter Moore, PE 

pmoore@chenandassociates.com
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Mike Phelps, PE 

mphelps@moduss.com 
 

DISTRICT I 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Steven Goldstein, PE 

sgoldstein@de-simone.com 
 

REGION 5 
GOVERNOR 

Jorge A. Jaramillo, PE 
jjaramil@sfwmd.gov 

 
 
 
 
 

Please verify/update your mailing/email information with ASCE National Headquarters  
at 1-800-548-2723 (ASCE) or http://www.asce.org/membership/ 

Palm Beach Branch 
PO Box 20206 
West Palm Beach, FL 33416 

Visit the Florida Section 
online at: 

www.fla-asce.org 


