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The Newsletter of the Palm Beach Branch, Florida Section of the American Society of Civil Engineers

 
The year of 2009 marks the 
80th Anniversary of our ASCE 
Florida Section. It is time to 
celebrate this important 
milestone by becoming more 
involved, constructive, 
responsive, innovative, and 
achieving the goals of serving 
both the local community and 
the American Society of Civil 
Engineers. Congratulations to 
all members that make ASCE 
an important professional 
engineering society and I am 
very proud to be part of such 
group of professionals. 
 
ASCE Florida Section with 
the support of our Branch, 
Broward Branch and Miami-
Dade Branch is planning a tri-
county workshop for early 
2009. The workshop will 

Monthly Meeting 
WHEN: Tuesday, November 18, 
2008 from 12:00 -1:00 P.M. 

LUNCH MENU: Please use the 
on-line registration provided at 
www.palmbeach-asce.org 
Please make your reservation prior to
9:30am on the day of the meeting.
Contact Chris Gapstur at 561-687-
2220 if you need assistance. 
 
WHERE: FDEP Building, 2nd Floor 
Conference Room 

SPEAKER: 
Damon Meiers, PE, South Florida 
Water Management District 
 
TOPIC: Florida Statewide 
Stormwater Rule: Rule Development

focus on the current water 
supply needs; regulatory 
requirements and our future 
with reuse/reclaimed water. 
  
The sessions of the workshop 
will include participation of local 
government, engineering 
community, regulatory 
agencies, environmental 
entities and the public. Details 
of this workshop as to location, 
date and cost are being 
defined. More information is 
forthcoming in the next few 
months. We will count with your 
support by attending this very 
exciting workshop. 
 
The end of the year is fast 
approaching and there are two 
main events that our ASCE 
Palm Beach Branch looks for 
your support, especially this 
year due to the difficult 
economic scenario that 
unfolded in these past months.  
 
During the November lunch 
meeting we will be holding a 

Food Drive and we 
encourage our members to 
bring non-perishable food 
items in support of local 
families in need.  
 
During the December lunch 
meeting we will be holding a 
Toy Drive and we encourage 
our members to bring 
unwrapped toys in support of 
young disadvantaged 
children. Let’s unite and help 
local disadvantaged families 
during this holiday season! 
 
We will continue to strive to 
give back to our community 
with your help. The 
generosity of the ASCE 
Palm Beach Branch 
members makes a 
significant difference in our 
community. 
 
Thank you for your support 
and for your active 
participation in the ASCE 
Palm Beach Branch! 
 
Ana DeMelo 
 

(400 North Congress Avenue, WPB: From I-95, go east 
on Palm Beach Lakes Blvd., then south on Congress 
Avenue, past Fire Station. Building is on the east.) 

President’s Message 



  

 

Palm Beach Branch Update Page 2 of 5
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

The City of Boynton Beach: Engineer (Civil) - $62,361.19 - $77,951.81 yr DOQ 
Minimum Bachelor’s degree in Civil Engineering, with Master’s level course work in the
field preferred; supplemented by three (3) years previous experience and/or training
that includes municipal engineering, land surveying, project management, and 
computer aided design (CADD) operations; or any equivalent combination of
education, training, and experience which provides the requisite knowledge, skills, and
abilities for this job.  Must possess and maintain a valid Professional Engineer and/or 
an Engineer –in- Training (EIT) license from the State of Florida. Must possess and
maintain a valid Florida driver’s license. 
 

Download applications at www.boynton-beach.org.  Fax to 561-742-6274. 
 

City of Boynton Beach, Human Resources Department , 100 E. Boynton Beach Blvd, 
Boynton Beach, FL 33425.  EOE/ADA/DFWP 

Job Posting 

 

YMG Plans 2009 Bowl-A-Thon to Benefit FAU ASCE 

 
 

Palm Beach County Engineering & Science Fair 
 
 
The judging for the 52nd Annual Palm Beach County Engineering & Science
Fair will take place on December 10th at the South Florida Fairgrounds in West 
Palm Beach.  Volunteers from the Palm Beach Branch will be assisting in judging
projects from a variety of Physical and Biological Science categories. 
 
Please contact Bonnie McLeod or one of the Branch officers if you’re 
interested in volunteering at this year’s event. 
 

The Younger Member Group is already planning for the 2009 Bowl-a-thon to be 
held in January. 

 
Come out and help support the FAU student chapter for the Concrete Canoe 

Competition in March! 
 

The deadline to register is December 23, 2008, so start thinking about who you 
want on your team! Let’s make this another fun and successful Bowl-a-thon. If you 
have any suggestions, please contact the event chair, Adam Swaney at 
Aswaney@millerlegg.com.  
 

This could be you! 

Bowl-a-thon 2009 
Coming soon to an alley near you!  

 
 

The annual Bowl-a-thon is a fundraiser for the FAU Concrete Canoe Team. 
This event is presented by the Younger Members Group 
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ASCE is pleased to advise you of the following web-seminars upcoming in 
November 2008. For the complete listing and registration information visit
http://www.asce.org/webinar/list 
 
Tue Nov 04, 2008 - 20, 2008 How To Plan Projects Effectively ~ Part I & II - 

Complete Series 
  
Thu Nov 13, 2008  Renovation of Slabs on Grade  
 
Fri Nov 14, 2008  Designing Bicycle Facilities  
 
Tue Nov 18, 2008  Designing with Engineered Lumber  
 
Wed Nov 19, 2008 Monitoring Project Budgets and Schedules: 

Introduction to the Earned Value Method  
 
Fri Nov 21, 2008 EDCs and Pharmaceuticals: Treatment Tools and 

Public Awareness New Webinar  
 
Tue Nov 25, 2008  Avoiding Problems in Specifying Metal Roofing   
 
Wed Nov 26, 2008 Improving Pedestrian Crossing Safety at 

Uncontrolled Locations  

Continuing Education 

The Annual Professional Societies Joint Holiday Party is being held on Friday, 
December 5, 2008 from 7:30 PM to 10:30 PM at the Bonnette Hunt Club in Palm
Beach Gardens.  The cost to attend is $45 per person and includes a buffet dinner, 
open bar, live music, and raffle prizes. 
 
Please RSVP to Wendy Tuma at Wtuma@UDSonline.com or 561-366-1100 by 
Monday, December 1st.  Receive a $5 discount per person if you RSVP by
Friday, November 21st! 
 
The Annual Joint Holiday Party is presented by APA Treasure Coast, ASCE Palm
Beach, ASLA Palm Beach & Treasure Coast, FES Palm Beach, FES Treasure 
Coast, FSMS Palm Beach, The PBC Planning Congress, and SWE Southeast
Florida. 
 

Annual Professional Societies Joint Holiday Party 

Holiday Season Community Outreach Events 
The Palm Beach Branch will be collecting canned food items for our Annual 
Thanksgiving Food Drive at the November Lunch Meeting to benefit those in 
need in our local community.  Please remember to bring your non-perishable food 
donation to the November 18th meeting! 
 
In December the Branch will be collecting unwrapped toys for the Urban Youth
Christmas Toy Store.  Lunch will be free for anyone bringing an unwrapped toy 
to the December Palm Beach Branch Lunch Meeting.  Also, the Branch will be 
purchasing additional toys to contribute to Urban Youth Impact in December. 
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Sinclair Engineering Company        
8259 North Military Trail, Suite 2 
Palm Beach Gardens, FL 33418 
561-630-5488                               Stephen M. Sinclair, P.E. 
Fax 561-630-4570           President  
Email:  sinclaireng@bellsouth.net    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I would like to start by congratulating 
Florida Atlantic University on a 
successful and fun homecoming week 
capped by a big win over North Texas.  
FAU-ASCE is proud to have been a part 
of the festivities. 

 
Looking back to October, the FAU 
chapter was full of activity.  In addition to 
officer and team meetings, FAU-ASCE 
sponsored several guest lectures and a 
social for our members. 
 
FAU’s civil engineering department and 
ASCE chapter co-hosted a series of 
transportation engineering lectures 
throughout the month. It was a great 
pleasure to have had Dr. Clara Fang, 
Ms. Gulsah Akar (PhD candidate), and 
Ms. Jarice Rodríguez-Seda (PhD 
candidate) come and share their 
respective research with our members 
and faculty.  
 
 

Florida Atlantic University ASCE Student Chapter – 
President’s Message 

FAU ASCE Student 
Chapter Information 
777 Glades Road 
Boca Raton, FL 33431 
Engineering Building 36/Room 242 
Email: asce.fau@gmail.com  
 

Faculty Advisor 
Dr. Ramesh Teegavarapu 
Ramesh@civil.fau.edu  
 

2008-2009 Officers 
President   Tony Ruffini 
Vice-President   Jordan Maniscalco 
Vice-President II Victor Rosas 
Treasurer   Gus Cicala 
Secretary             Claudia Olarte 
Events Chair        Laura Simons  
Webmaster          Tiffany Stanton 
Bridge Capt.        Jordan Maniscalco 
Canoe Capt.        Victor Rosas 
 

 
Advertising Opportunities 

 
Business Card Advertisement/ 

Newsletter Sponsorship: 
$120 per year 

(or $10 per month) 
 

Help Wanted/ Job Posting: 
$25 per month Newsletter 

$15 Website Posting 
 

Contact Todd McLeod, E.I. for 
additional information at 

tmcleod@civil-design.com or  
561-659-5760 x102. 

FAU’s civil engineering department and 
ASCE chapter co-hosted a series of 
transportation engineering lectures 
throughout the month. It was a great 
pleasure to have had Dr. Clara Fang, 
Ms. Gulsah Akar (PhD candidate), and 
Ms. Jarice Rodríguez-Seda (PhD 
candidate) come and share their 
respective research with our members 
and faculty.  
 
I would like to thank our social chair, 
Laura Simons, for organizing a fun night
of bowling.  She did a fantastic job 
setting up and promoting the event.  The 
chapter sponsored a social for 
members, friends, and alumni at Boca 
Lanes.  The event was a great success 
and allowed everyone to get to know 
each other better.  I also want to 
mention that Gus Cicala had the high 
score of the night, a 142.  Watch out 
PBA!  As for the rest of us, we’ll just 
have to settle for engineering careers. 
 
Also, FAU-ASCE would to thank Balfour 
Beatty for their generous donation to our 
chapter.  However, we still need much 
more support to make the trip to 
Nashville for The ASCE competition in 
March.  We need your support to 
represent FAU and the South Florida 
area.   Please visit our website at 
www.asce.fau.edu for information on 
sponsorship. Also, if you or your 
company would like to speak at our 
monthly meeting, please let us know 
and we will be happy to set something 
up.  
 
Have a great November & 
Thanksgiving, 
 
Tony Ruffini 
FAU-ASCE President 
 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2008-2009 
Branch Officers 

PRESIDENT 
Ana Carmen DeMelo, PE 

P: 561-689-3336 
Demeloac@cdm.com 

 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Kyle D.Grandusky, PE 

P: 561-655-1151 
kgrandusky@engenuitygroup.com 

 
SECRETARY 

Todd McLeod, EI 
P: 561-659-5760 

tmcleod@civil-design.com 
 

TREASURER 
Chris Gapstur, EI 
P: 561-687-1110 

Chris.gapstur@wantmangroup.com 
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Shawn Waldeck, PE 

P: 561-242-5520 
swaldeck@sfwmd.gov 

 

We’re on the Web! 
Visit  us at: 

www.palmbeach-asce.org 

 

2008-2009 
Committee Chairs 

SCIENCE FAIR  
COORDINATOR 
Bonnie McLeod, EI 

P: 561-478-7961 
bmcleod@mathewsconsultinginc.com

 
YOUNGER MEMBERS

COORDINATOR 
Adam Swaney, EI 
P: 561-689-1138 

aswaney@millerlegg.com 
 

FAU PRACTITIONER 
ADVISOR 

Camille Dominguez 
P: 561-689-3336 

DominguezC@cdm.com 
 

FAU STUDENT 
CHAPTER PRESIDENT

Tony Ruffini 
asce.fau@gmail.com 

 
FAU FACULTY 

ADVISOR 
Dr. Ramesh Teegavarapu 

Ramesh@civil.fau.edu 
 

FAU CHAPTER  
EMAIL ADDRESS 

asce@civil.fau.edu 
 

WEBMASTER 
Dan Roach 

 
 

2008-2009 
Florida Section Officers 

PRESIDENT 
Satya Sukumar, PE 

Satya.sukumar@dot.state.fl.us
 

PRESIDENT-ELECT 
Crystal Markley, PE 

cmarkley@hdrinc.com 
 

SECRETARY 
TREASURER 
Peter Moore, PE 

pmoore@chenandassociates.com
 

PAST PRESIDENT 
Mike Phelps, PE 

mphelps@moduss.com 
 

DISTRICT I 
VICE PRESIDENT 
Steven Goldstein, PE 

sgoldstein@de-simone.com 
 

REGION 5 
GOVERNOR 

Jorge A. Jaramillo, PE 
jjaramil@sfwmd.gov 

 
 
 
 
 

Please verify/update your mailing/email information with ASCE National Headquarters  
at 1-800-548-2723 (ASCE) or http://www.asce.org/membership/ 

Palm Beach Branch 
PO Box 20206 
West Palm Beach, FL 33416 

Visit the Florida Section 
online at: 

www.fla-asce.org 




